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——% Increase in Test Scores from Pre-Test to Post-Test
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Purchased Classroom Responders




During 2011 and 2012, the Indiana State Department of Health (ISDH) Laboratories Outreach Team and ISDH Epidemiology Resource Center (ERC) collaborated on a new training program designed to educate laboratories and providers on the Indiana Communicable Disease Rule (CDR) by providing guidance on compliance for reporting communicable diseases. Developed to encompass all aspects of the communicable disease reporting process, attendees learned about the roles of physicians, nurses, laboratorians, and infection preventionists.   Offered in all 10 Indiana districts, interest and attendance were optimal. Indiana is a home rule state, indicating each county is free to dictate how diseases are investigated by the local health department (LHD).  In each district, a LHD Public Health Nurse presented the investigation from the LHD perspective, which customized the training for each district.

 The training sessions provided attendees details about when to report, how to report, why to report, and what the Indiana State Department of Health does with the data when diseases are reported. Attendees were presented with a basic knowledge of the epidemiology of disease, why reporting is required, and how public health policy may be created as a direct result. Additionally, the laboratory component focused on how disease clusters are linked, how immunizations are created or modified to protect against new strains of disease, and how to properly submit isolates to the state laboratory for testing. Finally, the local health department overview, while similar in all districts, was unique to each county during the training sessions. The local health department presentations looked more closely at the investigation of disease, getting samples collected when necessary, and issue resolution within each district.
Learning was evaluated using pre- and post-test assessments. Indiana Districts 3, 5, and 9 were completed in 2011.  All other district trainings were held in 2012 (see figure 1). In December 2011, the ISDH Outreach Team began using classroom-style responders for pre-and post-test assessments and presentations. Over all districts, the post-test scores increased by an average of 34.5%, however with the use of classroom responders, post-test scores were significantly higher (28.3%) than without. Figure 2 shows the percent increase in score from pre-test to post-test by district.
Figure 1: Indiana District Map
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Figure 2: Learning Assessment by District
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The ISDH Laboratories and ERC are currently reviewing the Communicable Disease Rule (Indiana Code 410 IAC 1-2.3). If significant changes occur in the code, this training will likely recur to highlight those changes.
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