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	Test
	False Positive

Specific Cause
	False Negative

Specific Cause

	Specific gravity
	Protein (100-750 mg/dL)
	Highly alkaline urine 

	pH
	
	Excess urine remains on the strip causing “runover”, in which the acid buffer from the protein reagent will run onto the pH area

	Glucose
	Oxidized cleaning agents in urine container
	Ascorbic acid (Vitamin C) concentration of 50 mg/dL or greater

Increased specific gravity

	Ketones
	Highly pigmented urine or large amounts of levodopa metabolites
	

	Protein
	Urine pH greater than 9 

Residues of disinfectants, detergents, or skin cleansers
	

	Blood
	Menstruating females

Oxidized cleaning agents such as hypochlorite in urine container

Microbial peroxidase associated with microbial infection 
	Elevated specific gravity



	Bilirubin
	Highly colored metabolites from drugs that lower the pH and interfere with the reading
	Ascorbic acid (Vitamin C) greater than 25 mg/dL

Urine exposed to light.

	Urobilinogen
	Increased temperature of the urine sample

Presence of phenazopyridine
	Formalin

Excess nitrites

	Nitrite
	Presence of red dyes or other chromogens
	High specific gravity

Ascorbic acid (Vitamin C) of 25 mg/dL or higher

	Leukocyte

Esterase
	Fecal  and vaginal contamination

Drugs or food that color the urine red


	High levels of tetracyline,cephalexin, cephalothin, oxalic acid

Elevated glucose or high specific gravity


Reference: Oregon Health & Science University Urinalysis Procedure
Waived Tests Training 
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