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1. Wait too long to read reactions, not using a mechanical  timer

2. Color blind

3. Specimen sits at room temperature too long-get bacterial overgrowth, false reactions

4. Color interference from medications, drugs, dietary supplements

5. Strips not properly stored

· No desiccant

· Cap left off bottle for an extended time

· Exposed to light 

· Cut in half

· Refrigerate

6. Not comparing reactions to color chart

7. Not dipping all the reaction pads into the urine sample

8. Dipping the test strip in the sample, leaving it submersed for five seconds instead of 1 second

9. Dipping and dunking the strip several times before removing the strip from the urine sample

10. Not tapping the strip on absorbent paper after dipping the strip (failure to remove excess urine), get runover.

11. Mixing up patients’ specimens, not labeling specimens

Urine Dipsticks: Common  Errors Continued

12. Urine not well mixed before dipping

13. Not allowing the refrigerated urine to come to room temperature before testing

14. Not holding the strip correctly to the color chart when interpreting results

15. Not reading the strip under adequate light source

16. Urinating directly on the test strip 
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