APHL Message, June 2006:  Need for Rapidly Deployable LRN Reagent Inventory 

	.

	Laboratory Response Network (LRN): 
National Asset for Terrorism Response

· LRN developed in 1999 by CDC, APHL, FBI test clinical specimens for agents of bioterrorism. 
· Purview has expanded to EIDs, chemical terrorism. Limited capacity for testing of environmental specimens. 
· Used by multiple federal agencies – DHS, EPA, FDA, USPS.
· Continually expanding, thus need for increasing supply of reagents.


	


	No Substitute for CDC Reagents
· CDC develops, produces specialized reagents for LRN standardized test methods. 
· Not available commercially.
· Provide high-confidence results for clinical and environmental samples. 
· LRN test results trigger national emergency response: Must have reagents for testing.
· New technologies require more reagent products, e.g., multi-agent testing.

	Dedicated Funding Critical
· Immediate Need:  $17 million to CDC for creation of laboratory equivalent of Strategic National Stockpile.
· Long-term Solution: Line item in Federal budget for reagents designated for use in terrorism preparedness and response. 
· Currently no funding for reagents in FY 2007 budget.

	Threat to Public Health 
· Reagent supply covers routine needs only: isolated threats, quality control, BioWatch, BDS. 
· Lack rapidly deployable reagent inventory needed to respond to major event.
· Overwhelmed by demands during anthrax attacks of 2001. LRN labs tested over 125,000 samples, conducted more than 1 million separate bio-analytical tests.



US still lacks a rapidly deployable 


LRN reagent inventory nearly 4 years after the anthrax attacks. 








