APHL Messages, June 2006: State Public Health Labs & Pandemic Influenza

Role of State Labs:

·  Surveillance:  State labs will identify novel influenza subtypes and alert public health authorities to a potential threat. 

· Detection: State labs will ramp up capacity to test a surge of influenza specimens early in a pandemic. 

· Disease Control and Response: State labs will collaborate with federal, state and local health officials on disease control and response measures. 

· Training: State labs will train clinicians and laboratorians. (e.g., in testing methodology, virology, biosafety, etc.)

Concerns of State Labs:

· Lack of Resources: The US has not allocated adequate resources to fund the laboratories charged with first response in a pandemic. 

· Need for Electronic Reporting:  There is an urgent need to develop systems for electronic transmission of laboratory data between state public health labs and CDC. Clinical and hospital laboratories need to be included.  

· Lack of Testing Materials: State labs do not have access to an adequate supply of reagents and controls to support testing during a pandemic. Some of these materials are not commercially available (e.g., LRN assay).  Where materials are commercially available, states lack funding to purchase additional supplies. 
