APHL Messages, June 2006: General
	
	THREAT: ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS

· Nation lacks capacity to correlate environmental conditions with health outcomes.

· Biomonitoring bridges this gap.
· Testing for chemicals in human fluids/tissues identifies those who are--and are not--affected. 
	
,

	THREAT: EIDs

· Lab identification of disease agents is critical to treatment and disease control.
· EIDs proliferating: Avian flu, WNV, SARS, monkeypox.

	
LACK OF RESOURCES

· Severe workforce shortage -- leadership gap, dearth of PhD-level scientists.

· Workforce challenges exacerbated by budget cuts, additional work, e.g., BT monitoring

· Have 21st century diagnostic technology but antiquated IT and informatics systems.

· Data must be transmitted rapidly or it is useless.


	THREAT: TERRORISM

· Must build lab strength to fight all hazards – biological, neurological, chemical, radiological, mixed.

· Preparedness is a process, not a one-time purchase.

· Without standards for testing of hazardous agents, we cannot protect public safety. 




Public health labs must be prepared for new threats yet lack the resources to do so.








