APHL Messages, June 2006: Emergency Preparedness 
	
	Laboratory Response Network
· Develop as national lab network for emergency response—BT, CT, EIDs. 
· Build triage facilities to assure safety of lab workers, first responders, public. 
· Maximize LRN resources by approving full use of lab equipment, e.g., biomonitoring and chemical terrorism.  


	


	Definition of Capabilities, Standards
· Determine requirements for response in extended emergencies. APHL taking lead with work group on lab surge capacity.

· Establish standard protocol for triage of unknown environmental samples.
· Employ field assays for agents of bioterrorism only as a safety assessment. Follow with confirmatory testing to avoid false negatives and unnecessary public concern.

· Develop standardized reporting systems to facilitate communication.
	Improve Communication Among Partners
· Among federal, state and local agencies to coordinate planning and response activities.

· Between clinical and public health labs to facilitate reporting, transfer of isolates.

· Among public health labs using electronic reporting and information transfer systems to deliver test results and interpretation. 

	Impediments to Response
· Lack of rapidly deployable reagent inventory. No funding for critical agents for bioterrorism, CT, EIDs. 

· USDA regulations delay transfer of zoonotic agents. Change guidance to expedite transfer. 
· Significant cuts in FY 06 HHS EP funding to states threaten lab capacity.



Public health and safety hinges on precise, rapid identification of hazardous agents. 














