
 
 
National Environmental Laboratory 
Professionals Week (NELPW)  
 
April 19–25, 2015: Potential Activities and Resources 
 
Convene a Lab Week Committee. 
This allows staff to truly own the week and generate ideas in which they will be interested. 
 
Encourage Training. 
Encourage staff to participate in one or more of the following trainings; consider scheduling a conference 
room for a group session. Options include: 
 

• Live Training from EPA on their Water Contaminant Information Tool (WCIT) (April 21 at 11 am ET; 
registration required) 

• Tools for Monitoring Algal Toxins in Aquatic Environments (pre-recorded APHL webinar only available 
till April 22nd) 

• Ethics and Data Integrity for Environmental Laboratories (pre-recorded APHL webinar) 
• EPA training videos on maintaining chain of custody for potential criminal investigations or other 

trainings and webcasts from the Water Laboratory Alliance 
 
Check out APHL's Continuing Education and Training homepage for all listings and online registration. 
 
Invite Guest Lecturers.

• from your EPA regional laboratory  
• from a local university  
• from a water utility  

 
Celebrate Safe Drinking Water. 
2014 marked the 40th anniversary of the enactment of the Safe Drinking Water Act, and many 
organizations made resources and information available throughout the year (see example from Minnesota). 
 
Consider your own activities to recognize the milestone: 
 

• Host a Drinking Water Taste Test (this may be something you could do with local schools). 
• Show informational videos about water quality in a conference room (for example What is a 

Watershed and Why or Drinking Water Treatment). 
 
  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/us-epa-water-contaminant-information-tool-wcit-training-registration-14992741694
https://www.aphlnet.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?webcode=EventInfo&RegPath=EventRegFees&REg_evt_key=17ff7a21-dc0f-4466-9b36-953f6ebf3277&utm_source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=megan.latshaw@aphl.org&utm_content=EL%20Newsletter%20Nov%202014&utm_campaign=Environmental%20Laboratories%20Newsletter
https://www.aphlnet.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?webcode=EventInfo&RegPath=EventRegFees&REg_evt_key=a3d5943e-16e2-4b61-b8de-6fc70893bfdb&utm_source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=megan.latshaw@aphl.org&utm_content=EL%20Newsletter%20Nov%202014&utm_campaign=Environmental%20Laboratories%20Newsletter
http://water.epa.gov/infrastructure/watersecurity/wla/training.cfm
http://www.aphl.org/training/Pages/default.aspx?utm_source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=megan.latshaw@aphl.org&utm_content=EL%20Newsletter%20Nov%202014&utm_campaign=Environmental%20Laboratories%20Newsletter
http://www.health.state.mn.us/news/pressrel/2014/drinkingwater050514.html
http://www.environment.gov.ab.ca/edu/eweek/2012/pubs/How-to-Host-a-Water-Taste-Test.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PazndNOcXPQ&feature=related
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PazndNOcXPQ&feature=related
https://vimeo.com/31871189


Educate Your Community on the Importance of Environmental Laboratories. 
• Ask your Governor for a proclamation, recognizing the laboratory and the week. 
• Do a press release about the week and your work. 
• Consider releasing your annual lab report this week. 
• Create a short (3–5 minute) video about your laboratory. For example, see videos from Wisconsin 

and Pennsylvania.  Also, APHL also has a short video providing an explanation of what public health 
laboratories do, which may be helpful for public outreach. 

• Use the ‘PHL Open House’ guide developed by one of APHL’s Emerging Leaders cohorts to help plan 
an open house. 

• Use APHL’s ‘Env. Labs for NELPW’ PowerPoint template to give a guest lecture at a local graduate 
school. APHL’s issue brief concerning environmental laboratory capabilities may help to show your 
community what your lab may do. 

• Write a blog post for your state environmental agency or health department.  
• Conduct a departmental networking event, like a “Jeopardy” competition or similar game that will 

encourage department colleagues who may not be familiar with the laboratory to learn more. 
• Consider recognizing someone from outside the laboratory who contributed to its advancement with 

a “friend of the laboratory” or similar award. 
  
Talk About Being Environmentally Friendly. 

• Host a “Green and Blue Day,” where staff wear colors representing earth and water. 
• Hold a grounds-keeping afternoon: where staff help with weeding, mulch, planting etc. 
• Ask if your regional EPA Office plans to do something for Earth Day (Wednesday, April 22nd), and see 

how you can participate.  
• Ask someone in the environmental laboratory to use the APHL slide-deck on “being green;” tailor it 

and present it to the lab.  
• Encourage employees to do a “Meatless Monday,” or purchase items at a local farmer’s market or go 

to an organic food store.   
• Encourage employees to “Travel Differently on Tuesday”: find someone to car-pool with, take the bus, 

walk or ride your bike to work.   
 
Hold a Contest in Your Lab.  

• Some ideas include an environmental photo, art or poetry contest. 
• APHL will send prizes (such as sling packs, water bottles, travel mugs, lunch bags, etc.) to the first ten 

labs requesting them. 
 
Take Pictures, Tweet (#LabWeek) and Send Stories or Suggestions to APHL. 

• Send all of these and more (see below) via email to megan.latshaw@aphl.org.  
• Consider other resources or materials that other labs might want to use. 
•    Let us know what you liked about this Toolkit, what you think could be improved and 

any other comments! 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9rZwQ_pivH4&list=UU6nFNNaUoJISaOQF4mKKxvw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95tfUmb-CKQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vyOxe_0c3X8&feature=c4-overview&list=UU6nFNNaUoJISaOQF4mKKxvw
http://www.aphl.org/MRC/Documents/NCPHLL_2012_PHL-Open-House-Guide.pdf
http://www.aphl.org/MRC/Documents/WF_2012Mar_Env-Labs-for-NELPW.pptx
http://www.aphl.org/AboutAPHL/publications/Documents/EH_2013Feb_Protecting-the-publics-health-environmental-laboratories-environmental-health-survey-results.pdf
http://www2.epa.gov/earthday
http://www.aphl.org/MRC/Documents/EH_2012March14_APHL-and-Environmental-Respsonsibility.pptm
http://www.meatlessmonday.com/
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