
Encourage training.
Encourage staff to participate in one or more of the 
following trainings; encourage scheduling a conference 
room for a group session.

• A live APHL webinar (April 22, 3:00 pm ET) on tools 
for monitoring algal toxins in aquatic environments.

• A live APHL webinar (April 24, 3:00 PM ET) provides 
an introduction to biomonitoring and explains how it 
can improve public health practice.

• A pre-recorded APHL webinar addressing efficient 
and sustainable laboratory operations.

• A pre-recorded APHL webinar addressing the 
development of training programs for environmental 
laboratories.

• Review EPA’s training videos on the automated 
ultrafiltration field device, or other trainings and 
webcasts from the Water Laboratory Alliance.

• Additional APHL trainings are available.

• “Lunch and learns” are an opportunity to congregate 
and conduct training or seminar opportunities.

Celebrate the 40th anniversary of the 
Safe Drinking Water Act.
• 2014 marks the 40th anniversary of the 

enactment of the Safe Drinking Water Act, and 
many organizations are making resources and 
information available throughout the year (example 
from Minnesota). This important piece of legislation 
ensures our tap water is safe to drink by setting 
standards for testing and monitoring. Consider your 
own activities to recognize the milestone.

• APHL posted a couple of LabLog entries that can 
be used to start a discussion. The first compares 
tap and bottled water, and the second provides 
information on the laboratory activities from the Elk 
River chemical spill in West Virginia.

Talk about being environmentally friendly.
• Ask if your local chapter of the American Chemistry 

Society is hosting Earth Day (Tuesday, April 22) 
activities, and see how you can participate or 
collaborate with them. This year’s ACS Earth Day 
theme is “The Wonders of Water.”

• Ask someone in the environmental laboratory to use 
the APHL slide-deck on “being green”; tailor it and 
present it to the lab.

Educate your community on the 
importance of environmental 
laboratories.
• Write a blog post for your Department of 

Environmental Protection (or equivalent), 
Department of Health, or similar. Many agencies 
have social network outlets that can be used to 
increase your laboratory’s visibility to 
non-laboratory personnel.

• Create a short (3–5 minute) video interview of 
someone in your laboratory about their work and 
activities. For example: 

• video from Wisconsin 
• video from Pennsylvania

• Conduct a departmental networking event, like 
an “Amazing Race” competition or similar that will 
encourage department colleagues who may not be 
familiar with the laboratory to learn more about the 
various jobs the laboratory performs.

• Consider recognizing someone from outside the 
laboratory who contributed to its advancement with 
a “friend of the laboratory” or similar award.
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Potential Activities and Resources

More ideas

http://www.aphl.org/courses/pages/100-942-14.aspx
www.aphl.org/courses/Pages/100-943-14.aspx
http://www.aphl.org/courses/Pages/590-935-13.aspx
http://www.aphl.org/courses/Pages/590-936-13.aspx
http://water.epa.gov/infrastructure/watersecurity/wla/training.cfm
http://www.aphl.org/training/teleconf/Pages/default.aspx
http://water.epa.gov/lawsregs/rulesregs/sdwa/
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/water/com/waterline/spring2014.html
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/water/com/waterline/spring2014.html
http://www.aphlblog.org/2013/03/tap-water-vs-bottled-water/
http://www.aphlblog.org/2014/03/west-virginias-spill-and-the-importance-of-laboratories/
http://www.aphlblog.org/2014/03/west-virginias-spill-and-the-importance-of-laboratories/
http://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/outreach/cced/about.html
http://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/outreach/cced/about.html
http://www.aphl.org/MRC/Documents/EH_2013Feb06_APHL-and-Environmental-Respsonsibility.pptm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9rZwQ_pivH4&list=UU6nFNNaUoJISaOQF4mKKxvw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95tfUmb-CKQ


Invite reporters or local schools to tour 
the lab (or have a lab representative 
make presentations at schools).
• Outreach to local reporters is an effective way to 

showcase the laboratory. Local news is constantly 
looking for new stories and activities in the 
community.

• Use APHL’s “Environmental Laboratories for NELPW” 
PowerPoint template to give a guest lecture at a 
local graduate school or community meeting.

• You can use this description of PHL careers for 
younger students.

• Use the PHL Open House Guide developed by one 
of APHL’s Emerging Leaders cohorts to help plan an 
open house.

• Use APHL’s issue brief concerning environmental 
laboratory capabilities to show your community what 
your lab may do.

• APHL also has a short video providing an 
explanation of what public health laboratories do, 
which may be helpful for public outreach.

Invite someone from your EPA regional 
laboratory to:
• Participate in some of your events.

• Offer a training session or present on a regional 
environmental topic.

Take pictures, write a blog, tweet and 
send any good stories or suggestions to 
APHL.
• Send an email to michael.heintz@aphl.org with: 

• Pictures and summaries;

• Other resources or materials related to 
environmental laboratories that other labs might 
want to use;

• An evaluation — let us know what you liked 
about NELPW, what you think could be improved 
and any other comments.

• If you tweet, use the #LabWeek hashtag.

• Please send pictures, comments, activities and 
anything else from your celebration to michael.heintz@
aphl.org so we can show successes and include new 
activities for next year!

http://www.aphl.org/MRC/Documents/WF_2012Mar_Env-Labs-for-NELPW.pptx
http://www.labsciencecareers.com/public-health-lab-careers-pages-16.php
http://www.aphl.org/MRC/Documents/2012Mar_PHL-Open-House-Guide.ppt
http://www.aphl.org/AboutAPHL/publications/Documents/EH_2013Feb_Protecting-the-publics-health-environmental-laboratories-environmental-health-survey-results.pdf
http://www.aphl.org/AboutAPHL/publications/Documents/EH_2013Feb_Protecting-the-publics-health-environmental-laboratories-environmental-health-survey-results.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vyOxe_0c3X8&feature=c4-overview&list=UU6nFNNaUoJISaOQF4mKKxvw
mailto:michael.heintz%40aphl.org?subject=NELPW
mailto:michael.heintz%40aphl.org?subject=NELPW
mailto:michael.heintz%40aphl.org?subject=NELPW

