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On March 10-11, 2010, APHL collaborated with the Hawaii State Laboratory Division (HI SLD) 
and the Pacific Health Officers Association (PIHOA) to convene the first meeting on Influenza 
Virologic Surveillance in the U.S. Associated Pacific Island Jurisdictions (US APIJ).  The 
meeting, which was held at the Hawaii State Laboratory, brought together representatives from 
APHL, CDC, PIHOA, HI SLD, the Department of Defense (DoD) and the private sector, namely 
Diagnostic Laboratory Services, to discuss the successes and challenges of the current influenza 
virologic surveillance project and broader public health laboratory needs in the region.  

Via an agreement with APHL, the Hawaii State Laboratory Division is conducting virologic 
surveillance support for the 10 U.S. APIJ laboratories for up to twelve months. This project 
includes the testing of respiratory specimens by rti RT-PCR for influenza viruses, identification 
of influenza A to subtype, reporting results to submitters, virus isolation of a subset of positives, 
and transfer of subset of positives to CDC for further characterization 



While it is anticipated that the HI SLD could receive up to 4800 specimens for testing, 
challenges regarding packaging and transport costs may limit the amount of specimens received 
by the HI SLD. Representatives from the various organizations will be working to quickly 
address securing funds for escalating shipping costs, educating others on this surveillance project 
and providing clarity on data ownership and reporting of surveillance results.  

Although temporary, the establishment of an influenza surveillance project for the Pacific Islands 
is a much needed public health service which provided valuable insight on broader laboratory 
needs in the Pacific Island Jurisdictions. Further, this project and subsequent meeting allowed 
partnership building and increase awareness and knowledge of unique challenges and 
opportunities in the Pacific Islands.  

In addition to discussing the influenza surveillance, participants learned more about the HI 
SLD’s capabilities for all-hazards preparedness, CDC’s strategy for influenza detection and 
response, CDC disease surveillance and response goals for the Pacific Islands, the Laboratory 
Network in Pacific Islands and the strategic objectives of PIHOA for enhancing laboratory 
capacity and capability in the region.  Participants also gathered information on the ongoing 
collaborations between the DoD’s Tripler Army Medical Center (TAMC) and the HI SLD to 
enhance capacity and capability in the region for laboratory response. A. Christian Whelen, PhD, 
Director, HI SLD, and LTC Lanette R. Hamilton, PhD, Chief, Microbiology, TAMC, addressed 
the nature of the unprecedented DoD and public health laboratory partnership.   

The two-day meeting concluded with participants noting that the discussions were productive 
and an important step towards understanding public health laboratory needs in the US APIJ.  

Follow-up items include: 

• Addressing flexibility in timelines and sustaining a commitment to continued influenza 
virologic surveillance in the USAPIJ 

• Securing funding for packaging and transport of specimens 
• Increasing awareness of the importance of collaboration among partners and the need for 

a formal partnership between PIHOA or laboratory counterpart and APHL 
• Defining roles and responsibilities for the various partners 
• Educating others on the influenza surveillance project and sharing existing information 

on packaging and shipping training resources 

Scott J. Becker, MS, Executive Director, APHL, and Michael Epp, Executive Director, PIHOA 
noted that it is critical to have long-term planning and a more strategic approach on federal 
support for the US Associated Pacific Islands.  Becker and Epp also noted that interagency 
collaborations will foster information exchange and help laboratories build capacity and 
capability for broader public health testing. Becker and Epp committed to working together to 
address laboratory gaps in the US Associated Pacific Islands. 


