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“Once the window opens, it 
does not stay open for long.  
An idea’s time comes, but it 
also passes… [And] if the 
window passes without 
action, it may not open again 
for a long time.”  
  

- John W. Kindgon 

http://pixabay.com/en/window-shutters-home-open-geranium-189564/


WA NBS coverage 

• Washington State NBS law written in 1977 
• Required NBS for hospital births by age 5d 

• Active midwife participation – not required 
• No traction to make changes 

 
• 2008 – MSUD case – still no traction to 

change law 
 

• 2011 – CF case 















Amended NBS Law 

• Requires NBS specimens collected before 48 hours of age 
 

• Requires delivery of specimens within 72 hours of collection 
 

• Requires reporting to DOH of timing of parental notification of 
need for diagnostic testing 
 

• Requires DOH to post an annual summary of compliance 
 

• Requires NBS for all births (not just in-hospital births) 
 



Midwife billing 

Changes to reporting 

New collection cards 

PCP reporting 

Annual compliance report 



Apple Carts 

• Recognized the Window of opportunity 
– Carefully timed request aimed at tightening the 

NBS safety net to cover all births not just hospital 
births 

  

• Overall 
– much bigger implications 

than we expected 
– and a very positive  

experience 
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