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Dallas County Public Health Lab 
Objectives 
 Time Line and Overview of the Dallas County Public 

Health Response to the 2014 Ebola Outbreak 
 Lessons Learned from the 2014 Ebola Outbreak 
 Best Practices and Tools to enhance Preparedness 

Response Planning.  



Dallas County Public Health Lab 
 Time Line 

 Sunday September 28, 2014 
 Index patient admitted to isolation at Presbyterian Hospital 

 Sunday September 28, 2014 
 Chief Epidemiologist called about shipping sample 

 Monday September 29, 2014 
 Presbyterian used Jaguar Couriers to transport samples 

 Monday September 29, 2014 
 Samples arrived at DCHHS 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



Dallas County Public Health Lab 
 Time Line (cont) 

 Monday September 29, 2014 
 Samples were shipped to DSHS State Lab and CDC 

 Tuesday September 30, 2014 
 Samples at DSHS State Lab arrived at 9:17 AM 
 Samples at CDC arrived at 9:51 AM 

 Tuesday September 30, 2014 
 Preliminary and confirmatory results were done 

 CONFIRMED EBOLA INFECTION 
 DCHHS sent out Health Advisory (#4)  
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Dallas County Public Health Lab 
 Time Line (cont) 

 Wednesday October 1, 2014 
 Presbyterian Hospital requested our (LRN) help for 

shipping/Materials and overall guidance  
 Thursday October 2, 2014 

 DCHHS requested the Ebola Kit ** 
 Thursday October 9 - 17, 2014 

  Daniel Serinaldi and DSHS Epi Team drove specimens to Austin, TX 
 Saturday October 11, 2014 

 Nurse #1 confirmed positive 
 Sunday October 12, 2014 

 DCHHS Director sent email requesting Kit 
 

 
 



Dallas County Public Health Lab 
 Time Line (cont) 

 Wednesday October 15, 2014 
 Nurse #2 confirmed positive 

 Thursday October 16, 2014 
 DCHHS submitted APHL Risk Assessment  

 Friday October 17, 2014 
 DCHHS was approved for Testing 
 Luis Lowe and Rahsaan Drumgoole arrive at DCHHS 
 Received and performed validation panel 
 Passed 

 Sunday October 19, 2014 
 DCHHS began testing Ebola samples 
Austin Tested: 16   DCHHS To Date: 11 
   Total: 27 samples 

 



Dallas County Public Health Lab 
 Lessons Learned 

 Let the State Health Department do what they do… 
 Support local HD with testing until you (DCHHS) is able 

 Now DCHHS can focus on: 
 Provide service to the community 
 Support and consult with sentinels labs 

 We spent time at Presbyterian lab 
 Consulted with Children’s and Baylor Hospital 

 Develop training manuals for: 
  How to Transport Ebola Samples 
  How to don/doff… 
 
 



Dallas County Public Health Lab 
Laboratory Guidance (BT Coordinator Daniel Serinaldi) 



Dallas County Public Health Lab 
Laboratory Guidance(BT Coordinator Daniel Serinaldi) 
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Laboratory Guidance  
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Dallas County Public Health Lab 
 Lessons Learned (cont) 

 Stabilize the community/Sentinel labs then move into 
testing ** 

 Staff focuses on what is at hand and let everything else 
in the periphery fall away. 
 



Dallas County Public Health Lab 
 Best Practices and Tools 

 Can be summed up: 
 Working on the fly and Team work 

 Being able to set up testing quickly 
 Great relationship with your sentinel lab(s) 
 Presbyterian called us to assist in packing/shipping 
 DCHHS arrived at Presbyterian Wednesday (day after) 
 Assisted with packing/shipping 
 DCHHS drove specimens from Hospital to lab 
 Addressed other concerns…sample transport/don/doff 

 
 
 



Dallas County Public Health Lab 
 Best Practices and Tools 

 Team work 
 Communication… 
 Great relationship with your own epidemiology team 

 DCHHS epidemiology staff were filling out the PUI and paper 
work then faxing to our lab 
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LRN Mission  
The LRN and its partners will develop, maintain and strengthen an integrated 
national and international network of laboratories that can respond quickly to 
needs for rapid testing, timely notification and secure reporting of results 
associated with acts of biological or chemical terrorism and other high priority 
public health emergencies ( October 2005 ).  
 
 
 
Courtesy CDC 

 



Dallas County Public Health Lab 
Give Thanks: 
Dallas LRN Team: 
 Daniel Serinaldi (BT Coordinator) 
 Sami Peyrovi (BT Microbiologist) 
 
Dallas Epidemiology Team 
 
Special Thanks: 
 Luis Lowe (CDC) 



  
  

 

QUESTIONS 
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