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BACKGROUND 

• Lawsuit 2009 to 2014 
• Legislative Change in 2012 

– Negative DBS at 71 days 
– Positive DBS at 2 years 
– All Test Results at 2 years 

• Legislative Change in 2014 
– Stored Indefinitely 
– Program Operations Use Only 

 



Barriers to Robust Education 

• Constant changing of storage and use 
practices 

• Media and other information outlets 

• Competing provider priorities 

• Staff time and funding 

 

 



MN Current Law  
Addresses Education 

Subd 3. Information provided to parents and legal 
guardians. 

The department shall make information and forms 
available to childbirth education programs and 
health care providers who provide prenatal care 



MN Current Law  
Addresses Education 

• The department shall promote the materials describing the 
newborn screening program and encourage providers and 
education programs to thoroughly discuss the program 
with expectant parents and parents with newborns. The 
department shall make information and forms about 
newborn screening available to the persons with a duty to 
perform testing under this section and to expectant parents 
and parents of newborns using electronic and other means. 



MN Current Law  
Addresses Education 

• Upon request,  [birth facilities] must promptly 
provide parents or legal guardians of infants 
with forms necessary to request that the 
infant not have blood collected for testing or 
to request to have the newborn screening 
performed, but not have the blood samples 
and test results stored; and… 



MN Current Law  
Addresses Education 

• [Providers must] record in the infant's medical 
record that a parent or legal guardian of the 
infant has received the information provided 
pursuant to this subdivision and has had an 
opportunity to ask questions. 



Educational Plans 

• Most plans take a 3-pronged approach: 
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But… 



… each prong needs several parts! 
• Education, Awareness, and Training 

– ARE NOT SYNONYMOUS!  

• Education: 
– Imparting fundamental knowledge and tools that can 

be used to grow and expand the concept. 

• Awareness: 
– Exposure to information  

• Training: 
– Imparting “how to” knowledge 



Public 

• Focus on Awareness 

– Need to be familiar with the program 

– State Fair, PSAs, posters, billboards 



Parents 

• Need Awareness and Education 

– Should know the program before screening occurs 

– Education needed on process and options 



Providers 

• Need Education and Training 

• Providers are our mouthpieces! 

 



Infographic Use 



Lessons Learned & Next Steps 

• Public, Parents, and Providers need to be 
informed equally 

• Success of materials are dependent upon use 

• Management of up-to-date materials 

• Digital and electronic means are necessary 
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